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Holy Week is the most sacred time in the Christian year. This year we cannot be
together to commemorate God’s saving acts, but this will not stop us from
marking this holy time.
The liturgies in this book can be used by families, small groups, or individuals. We
believe in one Baptism, so no Christian is ever alone. Whether we gather
together physically or gather in spirit, Christ is in the midst of us. If you live alone,
consider scheduling a time to call a friend or church member to share in these
liturgies with you from a distance.
It will be helpful to read the directions (in italics) for each service before you
begin
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Sunday, April 5, 2020

What You’ll Need
•
•

Small branches of palm or other plants from your home or yard,
or you can make paper ones
This worship booklet
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Palm Sunday Home Liturgy
Concerning the Service: Before the service, gather branches, leaves, or plants from around your home
(or make some drawings of them). They do not have to be palms — the Gospel lesson just says that
the people cut branches to prepare the way for Jesus. You can also collect some stones to make a small
model of a road somewhere in your house. These activities may be especially good for children.
It is appropriate that the service begin outside in the yard, or in a distant part of the house, and then
process to a main room for Morning Prayer.

The Liturgy of the Palms
Leader: The Lord be with you.
Response: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray.
Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may
enter with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you
have given us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gospel: Matthew 21:1-11
Reader: A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew.
When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached
Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go
into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a
colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just
say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” This took place
to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,
“Tell the daughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey
and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd
spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread
them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were
shouting,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
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When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The
crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
Response: Thanks be to God.

Prayer Over the Palms
Leader: It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you
have redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he
entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King
of kings by those who spread their garments and branches along his way.
Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who
bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the
way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and
the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.
Leader: Let us bless the Lord.
Response: Thanks be to God
The people take their branches and proceed to a central location for the rest of the service.

Opening Hymn:

“The King of Glory”
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St Pat’s Praise Book, #58

Morning Prayer
Leader: Lord, open our lips.
Response: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Invitatory
Leader: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Response: O come, let us adore him. Hosanna in the highest!

Venite: Psalm 95:1-7 (said in unison)
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.
For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!
Leader: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Response: Oh come, let us adore him. Hosanna in the highest.
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Psalm 29 (Sung)

“The Lord Will Bless His People With Peace”

Refrain:

Verse 1

Verse 2:

Verse 3:
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People are seated for the lessons.

The First Lesson: Zechariah 9:9-12
Reader: A reading from the Book of Zechariah.
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
Lo, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the warhorse from Jerusalem;
and the battle-bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.
11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today I declare that I will restore to you double.
9

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
Response: Thanks be to God
All say the first canticle together.

The First Canticle: Benedictus es, Domine
Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; *
you are worthy of praise; glory to you.
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.
Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; *
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.
Glory to you, beholding the depths; *
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.
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The Second Lesson: Philippians 2:5-11
Reader: A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians.
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death-even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
Response: Thanks be to God.
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All say the second canticle together.

The Second Canticle: Benedictus Dominus Deus
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; *
he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, *
born of the house of his servant David.
Through his holy prophets he promised of old,
that he would save us from our enemies, *
from the hands of all who hate us.
He promised to show mercy to our fathers *
and to remember his holy covenant.
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, *
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
Free to worship him without fear, *
holy and righteous in his sight
all the days of our life.
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, *
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
To give his people knowledge of salvation *
by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God *
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, *
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Sermon

Mother Chris Brannock
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Hymn

“Tree of Life”
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Gather, #397

The Apostles’ Creed
All stand and recite the Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
Leader: The Lord be with you.
Response: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Suffrages
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.

Show us your mercy, O Lord;
And grant us your salvation.
Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
Let your people sing with joy.
Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
For only in you can we live in safety.
Lord, keep this nation under your care;
And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Let your way be known upon earth;
Your saving health among all nations.
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in us clean hearts, O God;
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

Collect for Palm Sunday
Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer
death upon the cross, giving us the example of his great humility: Mercifully
grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and also share in his
resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Collect of the Cross
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered
pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant
that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way
of life and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Collect for Mission
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of
the cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving
embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love,
may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you;
for the honor of your Name. Amen.
All present offer their own intercessions and prayers.
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The Leader then concludes with the following
Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom
our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hand of
sinners, and to suffer death upon the cross; who lives and reigns for ever and
ever. Amen.
Leader: Let us bless the Lord.
Response: Thanks be to God.

Closing Hymn

“Joyful Is The Dark”
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Gather #760

Thursday, April 9, 2020

What You’ll Need
•
•
•
•

Simple dinner (vegetarian preferred), bread, and wine
Candles for the table
Water, a bowl, and one clean towel for each person
This worship booklet
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Maundy Thursday Dinner Liturgy
Concerning the Service: The family, or those participating in the service, gather in one place in
the house. It is appropriate that this service be held around a dinner table, as Jesus dined with his
friends on the night before he died. Because this is a Lenten liturgy, the meals should be simple.
A meatless meal is preferred; bread, wine, olives, soup, and cheese are appropriate. The table
should be set with candles that are lighted to signal the beginning of the service. Have an empty
bowl, pitcher of warm water, and one towel for each person at the ready before the start of the
service. The prayers, blessings, and readings can be divided among those participating.
The candles are lighted to signal the beginning of the service.

Service of the Word
Leader: Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.
Response: Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.
Leader: Splendor and honor and kingly power.
Response: Are yours by right, O Lamb that was slain.

Collect for Maundy Thursday
Leader: The Lord be with you.
Response: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray.
Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted
the Sacrament of his Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it
thankfully in remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, who in these holy
mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who now lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The First Lesson: Exodus 12:1-14a
Reader: A Reading from the book of Exodus.
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for
you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell
the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take
a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small
for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall
be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it.
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Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the
sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month;
then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight.
They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel
of the houses in which they eat it. They shall eat the lamb that same night; they
shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not
eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs,
and inner organs. You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that
remains until the morning you shall burn.
This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your
staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. For I
will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn
in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I
will execute judgments: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the
houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague
shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. This day shall be a day of
remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout
your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
Response: Thanks be to God.
The Psalm is read together or responsively

Psalm 116:1, 10-17
Dilexi, quoniam
1 I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication,*
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever
I called upon him.
10 How shall I repay the Lord*
for all the good things he has done for me?
11 I will lift up the cup of salvation*
and call upon the Name of the Lord.
12 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord*
in the presence of all his people.
13 Precious in the sight of the Lord*
is the death of his servants.
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14 O Lord, I am your servant;*
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;
you have freed me from my bonds.
15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving*
and call upon the Name of the Lord.
16 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord*
in the presence of all his people,
17 In the courts of the Lord’s house,*
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.
Hallelujah!

The Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Reader: A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians
I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on
the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.” In the same way he took the cup also, after supper,
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Response: Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Reading: John 13:1-17, 31b-35
Reader: A Reading from the Gospel according to St. John.
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in
the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart
of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing
that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from
God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and
tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to
wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around
him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my
feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you
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will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus
answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to
him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him,
“One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely
clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” For he knew who was to
betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” After he had
washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to
them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—
and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you
an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you,
servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the
one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.
Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If
God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify
him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me;
and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot
come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I
have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
Response: Thanks be to God.

The Sermon

Mother Chris Brannock

The Foot Washing
You are encouraged to wash the feet of the people in your household, as Christ commanded. If
you are alone, wash your own feet, knowing that the saints and angles surround you as you do.
If you are connected to another person by phone or computer, pray aloud for them as they wash
their feet, and ask them to pray for you.
Leader: Fellow servants of our Lord Jesus Christ: On the night before his death,
Jesus set an example for his disciples by washing their feet, an act of humble
service. He taught that strength and growth in the life of the Kingdom of God
come not by power, authority, or even miracle, but by such lowly service.
Therefore, I invite you who share in the royal priesthood of Christ to recall whose
servant we are by following the example of our Master. Remember his
admonition that what will be done for us is also to be done by us to others, for “a
servant is not greater than his master, nor is one who is sent greater than the one
who sent him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.”
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The people wash one another’s feet, or their own feet. You are encouraged to pray silently or
aloud for the person whose feet you are washing, and for those who are physically absent.

Maundy Thursday Litany
Leader:

The Lord Jesus, after he had supped with his disciples and had
washed their feet, said to them. “Do you know what I, your Lord and
Master, have done for you? I have given you an example, that you
should do as I have done.”
Response: Peace is my last gift to you, my own peace I now leave with you;
peace which the world cannot give, I give to you.
Leader:

I give you a new commandment: Love one another as I have loved
you.
Response: Peace is my last gift to you, my own peace I now leave with you;
peace which the world cannot give, I give to you.
Leader:

By this shall the world know that you are my disciples: That you have
love for one another.
Response: Peace is my last gift to you, my own peace I now leave with you;
peace which the world cannot give, I give to you.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Agape Meal
Bread and wine (or nonalcoholic alternative) and food is served to each person at the table. The
following prayers can be led by different people around the table, on the phone, or over video
chat.

Blessing Over Wine
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You create the fruit of
the vine; and on this night you have refreshed us with the cup of salvation in
the Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Glory to you for ever and ever. Amen.

Blessing Over Bread
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You bring forth bread
from the earth; and on this night you have given us the bread of life in the
Body of your Son Jesus Christ. As grain scattered upon the earth is gathered
into one loaf, so gather your Church in every place into the kingdom of your
Son. To you be glory and power for ever and ever. Amen.

Blessing Over the Other Foods
Leader: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You have
blessed the earth to bring forth food to satisfy our hunger. Let this food
strengthen us in the fast that is before us, that following our Savior in the way
of the cross, we may come to the joy of his resurrection. For yours is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, now and for ever. Amen.
The gathered people then enjoy a meal together. At the end of the meal, the liturgy concludes
with the clearing of the table and In Monte Oliveti.

Clearing of the Table
After the meal, the table should be cleared quickly and quietly. Save the dishes until after the
service. The candles should be extinguished, and those gathered should return to the table in
silence.
Those who have dined then recite the following
In Monte Oliveti
Leader:
On the Mount of Olives our Lord Jesus Christ prayed to the Father:
Response: Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me. The Spirit indeed is
willing, but the flesh is weak.
Leader:
Watch and pray, that you may not enter into temptation.
Response: The Spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.
The service ends in silence, without a dismissal.
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Friday, April 10, 2020

What You’ll Need
•
•
•

A pillow or cushion for kneeling
A wooden cross, or drawing of a cross upon which to meditate
This worship booklet
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Good Friday Home Liturgy
Concerning the Service: It is appropriate to hold this service beginning at Noon, the hour when
Christ was hung on the cross. Gather with your family, alone, or with friends and church
members on the phone or video chat and begin in silence. Different members of the household or
participants can read or lead different parts of the service. Select (or make) a cross from your
home to be presented during the service. If you need a cross, you can find some on our Holy
Week page. Drawing or building a cross may be a good activity for children and families.
The service begins and ends in silence. Give yourself and those with you a few moments to
gather and pray before the leader begins the service. If you are alone or feel lonely, remember that
Jesus was lonely too: his friends left him when he was handed over to Pilate. Commit yourself to
being in Christ’s presence as he suffers for the life of the world. On this day, Jesus hangs on the
Cross, interceding for the world. As people of God, we pray the Solemn Collects to intercede for a
world that desperately needs God’s love.
Silence is kept before the collect.

Collect for Good Friday
Leader: Blessed be our God.
Response: Forever and ever. Amen.
Leader: Let us pray.
Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom
our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands
of sinners, and to suffer death upon the cross; who now lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 52:13—53:12
Reader: A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.
See, my servant shall prosper; he shall be exalted and lifted up, and shall be very
high. Just as there were many who were astonished at him—so marred was his
appearance, beyond human semblance, and his form beyond that of mortals—
so he shall startle many nations; kings shall shut their mouths because of him; for
that which had not been told them they shall see, and that which they had not
heard they shall contemplate. Who has believed what we have heard? And to
whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? For he grew up before him like a
young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that
we should look at him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He
was despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with
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infirmity; and as one from whom others hide their faces he was despised, and
we held him of no account.
Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted
him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our
transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that
made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed. All we like sheep have gone
astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the Lord has laid on him the
iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his
mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its
shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.
By a perversion of justice he was taken away. Who could have imagined his
future? For he was cut off from the land of the living, stricken for the transgression
of my people. They made his grave with the wicked and his tomb with the rich,
although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. Yet it
was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain. When you make his life an
offering for sin, he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; through him
the will of the Lord shall prosper. Out of his anguish he shall see light; he shall find
satisfaction through his knowledge. The righteous one, my servant, shall make
many righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will allot him a
portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he
poured out himself to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he
bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 22: (Sung)

“My God, My God”

Refrain:
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Gather, #29

Verse 1:

Verse 2:

Verses 3 & 4:
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The Passion Gospel: John 19:1-37
All sit for the first half of the Passion. The reader reaches the place that mentions Golgatha, all
stand.
Reader: A reading from the Gospel according to John.
Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown of
thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. They kept
coming up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and striking him on the face.
Pilate went out again and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him out to you to
let you know that I find no case against him.” So Jesus came out, wearing the
crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!”
When the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted, “Crucify him!
Crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no
case against him.” The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to
that law he ought to die because he has claimed to be the Son of God.” Now
when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. He entered his
headquarters again and asked Jesus, “Where are you from?”
But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate therefore said to him, “Do you refuse to
speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to release you, and power to
crucify you?” Jesus answered him, “You would have no power over me unless it
had been given you from above; therefore the one who handed me over to
you is guilty of a greater sin.” From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the
Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are no friend of the emperor.
Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself against the emperor.” When Pilate
heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench at a
place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. Now it was the day
of Preparation for the Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the Jews,
“Here is your King!” They cried out, “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!”
Pilate asked them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We
have no king but the emperor.” Then he handed him over to them to be
crucified.
So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is
called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha.
All stand as they are able.
There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus
between them. Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It
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read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Many of the Jews read this
inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and
it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the chief priests of the Jews
said Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of
the Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’” Pilate answered, “What I
have written I have written.”
When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them
into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was
seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So they said to one another, “Let us
not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill what the
scripture says, “They divided my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing
they cast lots.” And that is what the soldiers did.
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his
mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his
mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your
mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. After this,
when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the
scripture), “I am thirsty.” A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a
sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When
Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head
and gave up his spirit.
Silence is kept for a moment
Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the
cross during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great
solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken and
the bodies removed. Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and
of the other who had been crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus and
saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the
soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out.
(He who saw this has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true,
and he knows that he tells the truth.) These things occurred so that the scripture
might be fulfilled, “None of his bones shall be broken.” And again another
passage of scripture says, “They will look on the one whom they have pierced.”

A Meditation
Zedekiah’s Lament, composed by Bill McNeil and performed by Bill McNeil and Maia Loaicono
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Homily

Mother Chris Brannock

The Solemn Collects
These collects can be read by alternating readers. One person reads the bidding, and another
person offers the concluding collect. Leave silence in between bidding and collect, so that people
can offer their own prayers silently or aloud.
Leader: Dear People of God: Our heavenly Father sent his Son into the world,
not to condemn the world, but that the world through him might be saved;
that all who believe in him might be delivered from the power of sin and
death, and become heirs with him of everlasting life.
We pray, therefore, for people everywhere according to their needs.
Collect 1
Let us pray for the holy Catholic Church of Christ throughout the world;
For its unity in witness and service
For all bishops and other ministers
and the people whom they serve
For Mark our Bishop, and all the people of this diocese
For all Christians in this community
For those about to be baptized
That God will confirm his Church in faith, increase it in love, and preserve it in
peace.
Silence. People may add their own prayers for the Church.
Leader: Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of
your faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications
and prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy Church,
that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you;
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
Collect 2
Let us pray for all nations and peoples of the earth, and for those in authority
among them;
For Donald, the President of the United States
For the Congress and the Supreme Court
For the Members and Representatives of the United Nations
For all who serve the common good
That by God’s help they may seek justice and truth, and live in peace and
concord.
Silence. People may add their own prayers for the nation and its leaders.
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Leader: Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace,
and guide with your wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the
earth; that in tranquillity your dominion may increase, until the earth is filled
with the knowledge of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Collect 3
Let us pray for all who suffer and are afflicted in body or in mind;
For the hungry and the homeless, the destitute and the oppressed
For the sick, the wounded, and the crippled
For those in loneliness, fear, and anguish
For those who face temptation, doubt, and despair
For the sorrowful and bereaved
For prisoners and captives, and those in mortal danger
That God in his mercy will comfort and relieve them, and grant them the
knowledge of his love, and stir up in us the will and patience to minister to
their needs.
Silence. People may add their own petitions for those in need.
Leader: Gracious God, the comfort of all who sorrow, the strength of all who
suffer: Let the cry of those in misery and need come to you, that they may
find your mercy present with them in all their afflictions; and give us, we pray,
the strength to serve them for the sake of him who suffered for us, your Son
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Collect 4
Let us pray for all who have not received the Gospel of Christ;
For those who have never heard the word of salvation
For those who have lost their faith
For those hardened by sin or indifference
For the contemptuous and the scornful
For those who are enemies of the cross of Christ and persecutors of his
disciples
For those who in the name of Christ have persecuted others
That God will open their hearts to the truth, and lead them to faith and
obedience.
Silence. People may add their own petitions for those all those who Christ, our Good
Shepherd, is still seeking.
Leader: Merciful God, creator of all the peoples of the earth and lover of
souls: Have compassion on all who do not know you as you are revealed in
your Son Jesus Christ; let your Gospel be preached with grace and power to
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those who have not heard it; turn the hearts of those who resist it; and bring
home to your fold those who have gone astray; that there may be one flock
under one shepherd, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Collect 5
Let us commit ourselves to our God, and pray for the grace of a holy life,
that, with all who have departed this world and have died in the peace of
Christ, and those whose faith is known to God alone, we may be accounted
worthy to enter into the fullness of the joy of our Lord, and receive the crown
of life in the day of resurrection.
Silence. People may add their own petitions for those who have died.
Leader: O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on
your whole Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual
working of your providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let
the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being
raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all
things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all things
were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Veneration of the Cross
Leader: Behold the wood of the Cross, on which was hung the Savior of the
world.
Response: Come, let us worship
Spend a few minutes in prayer and meditation before the cross. While offering veneration of the
cross a hymn will be sung, or instrumental music will be played.
“Healer of My Soul”
Healer of my soul
Keep me at even'
Keep me at morning
Keep me at noon
Healer of my soul
Keeper of my soul
On rough course faring
Help and safeguard
My means this night
Keeper of my soul
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I am tired, astray and stumbling
Shield my soul from the snare of sin
Instrumental Interlude
I am tired, astray and stumbling
Shield my soul from the snare of sin
Healer of my soul
Keep me at even'
Keep me at morning
Keep me at noon
Healer of my soul

Confession of Sin
Leader: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
All kneel.
Silence.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Leader says:
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Closing Hymn

“Return to God”

Refrain:

Verse 1:

31

Gather, #389

Verse 2:

Verse 3:

Concluding Prayer
Leader: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, we pray you to set your
passion, cross, and death between your judgment and our souls, now and in
the hour of our death. Give mercy and grace to the living; pardon and rest
to the dead; to your holy Church peace and concord; and to us sinners
everlasting life and glory; for with the Father and Holy Spirit you live and reign,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
This service ends in silence.
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What You’ll Need
•
•

A pillow or cushion for kneeling
This worship booklet
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Holy Saturday Home Liturgy
Concerning the Service: This simple service can be said alone, or with friends connected through
the phone or video chat. It should be held in the morning or very early afternoon so as not to
conflict with the Easter Vigil, which begins at sunset. Different people may be assigned to read
different parts of the service.
Kneel as you are able for prayer. After a period of silent prayer, the Leader says
Leader: O God, Creator of heaven and earth: Grant that, as the crucified body
of your dear Son was laid in the tomb and rested on this holy Sabbath, so we
may await with him the coming of the third day, and rise with him to newness of
life; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

Be seated for the readings
First Reading: Job 14:1-14
Reader: A Reading from the Book of Job.
‘A mortal, born of woman, few of days and full of trouble,
comes up like a flower and withers,
flees like a shadow and does not last.
Do you fix your eyes on such a one?
Do you bring me into judgement with you?
Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?
No one can.
Since their days are determined,
and the number of their months is known to you,
and you have appointed the bounds that they cannot pass,
look away from them, and desist,
that they may enjoy, like laborers, their days.
‘For there is hope for a tree,
if it is cut down, that it will sprout again,
and that its shoots will not cease.
Though its root grows old in the earth,
and its stump dies in the ground,
yet at the scent of water it will bud
and put forth branches like a young plant.
But mortals die, and are laid low;
humans expire, and where are they?
As waters fail from a lake,
and a river wastes away and dries up,
so mortals lie down and do not rise again;

34

until the heavens are no more, they will not awake
or be roused out of their sleep.
O that you would hide me in Sheol,
that you would conceal me until your wrath is past,
that you would appoint me a set time, and remember me!
If mortals die, will they live again?
All the days of my service I would wait
until my release should come.

Silence
Psalm 130 De profundis
The Psalm is said together or responsively
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Out of the depths have I called to you, O LORD;
LORD, hear my voice; *
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.
If you, LORD, were to note what is done amiss, *
O LORD, who could stand?
For there is forgiveness with you; *
therefore you shall be feared.
I wait for the LORD; my soul waits for him; *
in his word is my hope.
My soul waits for the LORD,
more than watchmen for the morning, *
more than watchmen for the morning.
O Israel, wait for the LORD, *
for with the LORD there is mercy;
With him there is plenteous redemption, *
and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.

The Gospel: Matthew 27:57-66
Reader: The conclusion of the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ, According to
Matthew.
When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named
Joseph, who was also a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the
body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. So Joseph took the
body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth and laid it in his own new tomb,
which he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the door of
the tomb and went away. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there,
sitting opposite the tomb.
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The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the
Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, ‘Sir, we remember what that
impostor said while he was still alive, “After three days I will rise again.”
Therefore command that the tomb be made secure until the third day;
otherwise his disciples may go and steal him away, and tell the people, “He
has been raised from the dead”, and the last deception would be worse
than the first.’ Pilate said to them, ‘You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it
as secure as you can.’ So they went with the guard and made the tomb
secure by sealing the stone.
Silence.

The Sermon
Read the Ancient Homily for Holy Saturday (unknown author)
The Lord's descent into hell
A Reading from an ancient homily for Holy Saturday
“What is happening? Today there is a great silence over the earth, a great
silence, and stillness, a great silence because the King sleeps; the earth was
in terror and was still, because God slept in the flesh and raised up those who
were sleeping from the ages. God has died in the flesh, and the underworld
has trembled.
Truly he goes to seek out our first parent like a lost sheep; he wishes to visit
those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death. He goes to free the
prisoner Adam and his fellow-prisoner Eve from their pains, he who is God,
and Adam's son.
The Lord goes in to them holding his victorious weapon, his cross. When
Adam, the first created man, sees him, he strikes his breast in terror and calls
out to all: 'My Lord be with you all.' And Christ in reply says to Adam: ‘And
with your spirit.’ And grasping his hand he raises him up, saying: ‘Awake, O
sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give you light.
‘I am your God, who for your sake became your son, who for you and your
descendants now speak and command with authority those in prison: Come
forth, and those in darkness: Have light, and those who sleep: Rise.
‘I command you: Awake, sleeper, I have not made you to be held a prisoner
in the underworld. Arise from the dead; I am the life of the dead. Arise, O
man, work of my hands, arise, you who were fashioned in my image. Rise, let
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us go hence; for you in me and I in you, together we are one undivided
person.
‘For you, I your God became your son; for you, I the Master took on your
form; that of slave; for you, I who am above the heavens came on earth and
under the earth; for you, man, I became as a man without help, free among
the dead; for you, who left a garden, I was handed over to Jews from a
garden and crucified in a garden.
‘Look at the spittle on my face, which I received because of you, in order to
restore you to that first divine inbreathing at creation. See the blows on my
cheeks, which I accepted in order to refashion your distorted form to my own
image.
'See the scourging of my back, which I accepted in order to disperse the
load of your sins which was laid upon your back. See my hands nailed to the
tree for a good purpose, for you, who stretched out your hand to the tree for
an evil one.
‘I slept on the cross and a sword pierced my side, for you, who slept in
paradise and brought forth Eve from your side. My side healed the pain of
your side; my sleep will release you from your sleep in Hades; my sword has
checked the sword which was turned against you.
‘But arise, let us go hence. The enemy brought you out of the land of
paradise; I will reinstate you, no longer in paradise, but on the throne of
heaven. I denied you the tree of life, which was a figure, but now I myself am
united to you, I who am life. I posted the cherubim to guard you as they
would slaves; now I make the cherubim worship you as they would God.
"The cherubim throne has been prepared, the bearers are ready and
waiting, the bridal chamber is in order, the food is provided, the everlasting
houses and rooms are in readiness; the treasures of good things have been
opened; the kingdom of heaven has been prepared before the ages.”
The following anthem is read responsively.

Holy Saturday Anthem: In the Midst of Life
Leader:

In the midst of life we are in death;
from whom can we seek help?
From you alone, O Lord,
who by our sins are justly angered.
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Response:

Holy God, Holy and Mighty,
Holy and merciful Savior,
deliver us not into the bitterness of eternal death.

Leader:

Lord, you know the secrets of our hearts;
shut not your ears to our prayers,
but spare us, O Lord.
Holy God, Holy and Mighty,
Holy and merciful Savior,
deliver us not into the bitterness of eternal death.

Response:

Leader:
Response:

O worthy and eternal Judge,
do not let the pains of death
turn us away from you at our last hour.
Holy God, Holy and Mighty,
Holy and merciful Savior,
deliver us not into the bitterness of eternal death.

The Lord’s Prayer
Together
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Silence
Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.
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