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Welcome to Morning Prayer! 

Morning and Evening Prayer are made up of a few distinct parts: The Gathering 

(The Confession, “Lord, open our lips”), the Psalter (where we say the psalm or 

psalms of the day), the lessons and responses (we hear readings from the Bible 

and respond with canticles, which are holy poetry of the Church), The Apostles’ 

Creed (our statement of faith and similar to the Nicene Creed), and the Prayers. 

 

A few helpful hints as you pray at home and/or join us: 

• Using a sacred space or home altar can add a positive and spiritually 

centered connection to the service. For more information on creating altars 

and sacred spaces, please visit our “Worship at Home” webpage and scroll 

to the resources at the bottom. 

• As you begin, light a candle, gather with those in your household (pets 

included) and take a few minutes of silence 

• We will be uploading this service to our “Worship at Home” page at 10:30 

am on Sunday. It will also be available on our YouTube channel and 

Facebook Page. 

  



Morning Prayer Service 

December 6th, 2020 

 

OPENING HYMN   “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”              1982 Hymnal #56 

 

 

 

          

 
 

OPENING SENTENCE                             BCP 75 

In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for 

our God.  (Isaiah 40:3) 

  

CONFESSION OF SIN                             BCP 79 

Officiant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

All: Most merciful God,  

we confess that we have sinned against you  

in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done,  

and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  

have mercy on us and forgive us;  

that we may delight in your will,  

and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Officiant:  Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 

Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

 

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER                  BCP 80 

Officiant:  Lord, open our lips. 



People:  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

All:   Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  

Amen. Alleluia 

ANTIPHON                     BCP 80 

Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him. 

 

JUBILATE    Psalm 100                                              BCP 82 

 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 

    serve the Lord with gladness 

    and come before his presence with a song. 

 

Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 

    he himself has made us, and we are his; 

     we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 

go into his courts with praise; * 

    give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 

 

For the Lord is good; 

his mercy is everlasting; * 

    and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

THE PSALM:         Psalm 85 – “Lord, Let Us See Your Kindness”  Gather #79     

 

Refrain: 

 
 

Verses: 

 

Let us hear what our God proclaims: Peace to the people of God, 

salvation is near to the ones who fear God. 

 

Kindness and truth, justice and peace; 

truth shall spring up as the water from the earth, 

justice shall rain from the heavens. 

 

The Lord will come and you shall know his love, 

justice shall walk in his pathways, salvation the gift that he brings. 

 



THE WORD OF GOD 
FIRST LESSON                   ISAIAH 40:1-11 

Comfort, O comfort my people, 

says your God. 

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

and cry to her 

that she has served her term, 

that her penalty is paid, 

that she has received from the Lord's hand 

double for all her sins. 

 

A voice cries out: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, 

and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

and the rough places a plain. 

Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 

and all people shall see it together, 

for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

 

A voice says, “Cry out!” 

And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All people are grass, 

their constancy is like the flower of the field. 

The grass withers, the flower fades, 

when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 

surely the people are grass. 

The grass withers, the flower fades; 

but the word of our God will stand for ever. 

Get you up to a high mountain, 

O Zion, herald of good tidings; 

lift up your voice with strength, 

O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 

lift it up, do not fear; 

say to the cities of Judah, 

“Here is your God!” 

See, the Lord God comes with might, 

and his arm rules for him; 

his reward is with him, 

and his recompense before him. 

He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 

he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

and carry them in his bosom, 

and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 

The Word of the Lord  Thanks be to God 



CANTICLE 12 A Song of Creation - Benedicite, omnia opera Domini        BCP 88 

Song of the Three Young Men, 35-65 

Invocation 

Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

 

II:  The Earth and its Creatures 

Let the earth glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills, 

and all that grows upon the earth, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

 

Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams, * 

    O whales and all that move in the waters. 

All birds of the air, glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

 

Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild, * 

    and all you flocks and herds. 

O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

 

III: The People of God 

Let the people of God glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O priests and servants of the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

 

Glorify the Lord, O spirits and souls of the righteous, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

You that are holy and humble of heart, glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

 

Doxology 

Let us glorify the Lord: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

 

SECOND LESSON                       2 PETER 3:8-15a 

 

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand 

years, and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, 

as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to 

come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the 



heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, 

and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 

 

Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to 

be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of 

the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and 

the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new 

heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 

 

Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at 

peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 

 

The Word of the Lord  Thanks be to God 

 

CANTICLE 12 A Song of Creation - Benedicite, omnia opera Domini        BCP 88 

Song of the Three Young Men, 35-65 

Invocation 

Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

 

I: The Cosmic Order 

Glorify the Lord, you angels and all powers of the Lord, * 

    O heavens and all waters above the heavens. 

Sun and moon and stars of the sky, glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

 

Glorify the Lord, every shower of rain and fall of dew, * 

    all winds and fire and heat. 

Winter and Summer, glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

 

Glorify the Lord, O chill and cold, * 

drops of dew and flakes of snow. 

Frost and cold, ice and sleet, glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

 

Glorify the Lord, O nights and days, * 

    O shining light and enfolding dark. 

Storm clouds and thunderbolts, glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

 

Doxology 

Let us glorify the Lord: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 



THE GOSPEL                     Mark 1:1-8 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

 

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

who will prepare your way; 

the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight,’” 

 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the 

people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 

Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather 

belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one 

who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and 

untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.    

Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                        Rev. Chris Brannock  

MEDITATION HYMN   “Advent Litany”        Bernadette Farrell             

 



THE APOSTLES’S CREED                   BCP 96 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 

  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

   the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins 

   the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS                    BCP 97 

Officiant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Officiant:  Let us pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

SUFFRAGE A                                               BCP 97 

Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

 And grant us your salvation. 

Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 

 Let your people sing with joy. 

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

 For only in you can we live in safety. 

Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

 And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

Let your way be known upon earth; 

 Your saving health among all nations. 

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

 Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

 And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

 



COLLECT OF THE DAY                 BCP 98 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach 

repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed 

their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming 

of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

A Collect for Sundays                         BCP 98 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious 

resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our 

worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

A Collect Guidance                             BCP 100 

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly 

pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares 

and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may remember that 

we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

A Prayer for Mission                        BCP 100 

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of 

the cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving 

embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in 

love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of 

you; for the honor of your Name. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, FORM IV                      BCP 388 

 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, 

live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 

peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. 

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its 

resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ 

in them, and love one another as he loves us. 

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage 

and hope in their troubles and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 



We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be 

fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal 

kingdom.  

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 

 

 

For Joy in God’s Creation                             BCP 814    

O heavenly Father, who hast filled the world with beauty: Open our eyes to behold 

thy gracious hand in all thy works; that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, we may learn 

to serve thee with gladness; for the sake of him through whom all things were made, 

thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

For the Human Family                BCP 815 

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look 

with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred 

which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; 

and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; 

that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your 

heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING            BCP 101 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom             BCP 102 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 

Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 

midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 

granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

  Let us bless the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  



 

Officiant concludes with the following:                 2 Corinthians 13:14 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN    “Watch, O Watch”      Fran McKendree 

 


