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Welcome to Morning Prayer! 

Morning and Evening Prayer are made up of a few distinct parts: The Gathering 

(The Confession, “Lord, open our lips”), the Psalter (where we say the psalm or 

psalms of the day), the lessons and responses (we hear readings from the Bible 

and respond with canticles, which are holy poetry of the Church), The Apostles’ 

Creed (our statement of faith and similar to the Nicene Creed), and the Prayers. 

 

A few helpful hints as you pray at home and/or join us: 

• Using a sacred space or home altar can add a positive and spiritually 

centered connection to the service. For more information on creating altars 

and sacred spaces, please visit our “Worship at Home” webpage and scroll 

to the resources at the bottom. 

• As you begin, light a candle, gather with those in your household (pets 

included) and take a few minutes of silence 

• We will be uploading this service to our “Worship at Home” page at 10:30 

am on Sunday. It will also be available on our YouTube channel and 

Facebook Page. 

  



Morning Prayer Service 

January 3rd, 2021 

 

OPENING HYMN    “Lord, Today”        Glory & Praise Hymnal #118 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Verses: 

 

 

 
 



 

OPENING SENTENCE                             BCP 75 

Behold, the dwelling of God is with mankind. He will dwell with them, and they shall be his 

people, and God himself will be with them, and be their God.   (Revelation 21:3) 

  

CONFESSION OF SIN                             BCP 79 

Officiant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

All: Most merciful God,  

we confess that we have sinned against you  

in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done,  

and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  

have mercy on us and forgive us;  

that we may delight in your will,  

and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Officiant:  Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 

Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

 

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER                  BCP 80 

Officiant:  Lord, open our lips. 

People:  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

All:   Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia 

 

ANTIPHON                     BCP 80 

Alleluia. To us a child is born: O come, let us adore him. Alleluia. 

 

JUBILATE    Psalm 100                                                BCP 82 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 

    serve the Lord with gladness and come before his presence with a song. 

Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 

    he himself has made us, and we are his; 

    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise; * 

    give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 

For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; * 

    and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 84           “Happy Are They”    Gather #77     

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
FIRST LESSON            Jeremiah 31:7-14 

Thus says the Lord: 

 

Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

proclaim, give praise, and say, 

"Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel." 

See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 

and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

among them the blind and the lame, those with child and 

those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here. 

With weeping they shall come, 

and with consolations I will lead them back, 

I will let them walk by brooks of water, 

in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 

for I have become a father to Israel, 

and Ephraim is my firstborn. 



Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, 

and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him, 

and will keep him as a shepherd a flock." 

For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, 

and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 

and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, 

over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

their life shall become like a watered garden, 

and they shall never languish again. 

Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 

and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

I will turn their mourning into joy, 

I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 

I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 

and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 

 

says the Lord. 

 

The Word of the Lord  Thanks be to God 

 

CANTICLE 11   The Third Song of Isaiah – Surge, illuminare           BCP 87 

Isaiah 60:1-3, 11a, 14c, 18-19 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, * 

    and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. 

For behold, darkness covers the land; * 

    deep gloom enshrouds the peoples. 

But over you the Lord will rise, * 

    and his glory will appear upon you. 

Nations will stream to your light, * 

    and kings to the brightness of your dawning. 

Your gates will always be open; * 

    by day or night they will never be shut. 

They will call you, The City of the Lord, * 

    The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 

Violence will no more be heard in your land, * 

    ruin or destruction within your borders. 

You will call your walls, Salvation, * 

    and all your portals, Praise. 

The sun will no more be your light by day; * 

    by night you will not need the brightness of the moon. 

The Lord will be your everlasting light, * 

    and your God will be your glory. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 



SECOND LESSON                Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a 

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before 

the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined 

us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of 

his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for 

this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I 

pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of 

wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart 

enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are 

the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable 

greatness of his power for us who believe. 

 

The Word of the Lord  Thanks be to God 

 

 

CANTICLE 13   A Song of Praise – Benedictus es, Domine               BCP 90 

Prayer of Manasseh 1-2, 4, 6-7, 11-15 

 

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; * 

    you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; * 

    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

 

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; * 

    on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 

Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; * 

    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

 

Glory to you, beholding the depths; * 

    in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 

Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 

    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

 

 

THE GOSPEL              Matthew 2:13-15,19-23 

 

After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 

said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I 

tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him." Then Joseph got up, 

took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until 

the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the 

prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son." 

 



When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in 

Egypt and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for 

those who were seeking the child's life are dead." Then Joseph got up, took the child 

and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was 

ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after 

being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his 

home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets 

might be fulfilled, "He will be called a Nazorean." 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.    

Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                        Rev. Chris Brannock  

 

 

 

MEDITATION HYMN   “Brightest and Best”       1982 Hymnal #118 

 

 

 

 

 
 



THE APOSTLES’S CREED                   BCP 96 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 

  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

   the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins 

   the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS                    BCP 97 

Officiant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Officiant:  Let us pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

SUFFRAGE A                                              BCP 97 

Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

And grant us your salvation. 

Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 

Let your people sing with joy. 

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

For only in you can we live in safety. 

Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

Let your way be known upon earth; 

Your saving health among all nations. 

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 



COLLECT OF THE DAY                   BCP 98 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the 

dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who 

humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

A Collect for Sundays                            BCP 98 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious 

resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our 

worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

A Collect for Peace                                  BCP 99 

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal 

life and to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, 

in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may 

not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

  

A Prayer for Mission                        BCP 100 

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and 

sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to 

those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you 

and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all 

flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, FORM IV                      BCP 388 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, 

live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 

peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. 

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its 

resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ 

in them, and love one another as he loves us. 

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage 

and hope in their troubles and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 



We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be 

fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal 

kingdom.  

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 

For Joy in God's Creation                                BCP 814    

O heavenly Father, who hast filled the world with beauty: Open our eyes to behold 

thy gracious hand in all thy works; that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, we may learn 

to serve thee with gladness; for the sake of him through whom all things were made, 

thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord Amen. 

 

For the Human Family                 BCP 815 

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your 

Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance 

and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite 

us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish 

your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve 

you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING                    BCP 101 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom             BCP 102 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 

Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 

midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 

granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

  Let us bless the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

 



Officiant concludes with the following:             2 CORINTHIANS 13:14 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen 

 

CLOSING HYMN    “Joy to the World”    
 


