
  

  
  

T HE    S UNDAY     OF     THE    P ASSION :   P ALM    S UNDAY   
  

Almighty   and   everliving   God,   in   your   tender   love   for   the   human   race   you   sent   your   
Son   our   Savior   Jesus   Christ   to   take   upon   him   our   nature,   and   to   suffer   death   upon   
the   cross,   giving   us   the   example   of   his   great   humility:   Mercifully   grant   that   we   may   
walk   in   the   way   of   his   suffering,   and   also   share   in   his   resurrection;   through   Jesus   
Christ   our   Lord,   who   lives   and   reigns   with   you   and   the   Holy   Spirit,   one   God,   for   
ever   and   ever.    Amen .   



The   Sunday   of   the   Passion ,   also   known   as   Palm   Sunday,   marks   the   beginning   of   
Holy   Week.   We   recall   Jesus’   triumphal   entry   into   Jerusalem,   when   people   greeted   
him   with   shouts   and   cries   of,   “Hosanna!”   We   are   excited   to   see   Jesus!   We’ve   heard   
the   stories   of   his   miraculous   healings.   Did   you   know   he   brought   Lazarus   back   to   
life!   We   have   listened   to   him   teach   all   these   amazing   things   about   welcome   and   
love.   Jesus   said   there   are   no   outcasts,   that   we   are   all   loved   by   God.   

  
YAY!   

  
And   yet…   

  
Our   shouts   of   joy   can   turn   quickly   when   all   these   wonderful   teachings   become   
difficult.   Loving   our   neighbor   is   a   fabulous   idea,   until   our   neighbor   makes   choices   
we   wouldn’t   make.   Or   when   our   neighbor   is   someone   who   has   hurt   us   and   we   want   
to   hurt   them   in   return.   Or   when   love   means   re-evaluating   our   own   prejudices   and   
biases   and   perhaps   recognizing   views   and   opinions   we’ve   held   for   years,   even   
decades,   are   hurtful   to   our   neighbors.   

  
And   so,   just   as   our   enthusiasm   and   shouts   of   joy   are   heard   in   the   people   that   day   
who   greeted   Jesus,   waving   branches   and   placing   them   on   the   road   in   front   of   him,   
our   exhaustion   and   irritation   with   discipleship   and   love   is   also   heard   in   the   quick   
shift   from   joy   to   sorrow,   from   faith   to   frustration,   and   from   servanthood   to   
selfishness.     

  
Love,   Jesus,   has   always   told   us,   is   amazing   and   hard.   Love   is   often   a   choice   to   
endure,   to   be   present,   to   forgive,   and   to   hope.   

  
On   this   day,   we   see   how   inconsistent   we   humans   can   be   with   our   love   and   devotion.   
And   we   see   how   unfailing   God’s   love   is   for   us.     
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T HE    S ERVICE     FOR    P ALM    S UNDAY     
  

Prepare     
  

Gather   with   those   in   your   household   (pets   are   welcomed!)   at   your   Sacred   Space.   
Your   Sacred   Space   may   be   a   table,   a   home   Altar,   or   any   place   you’ve   set   aside   for   
prayer,   worship,   and   time   with   God.     

  
Branches   cut   from   trees   or   bushes   in   your   yard   are   appropriate   to   have   on   your   altar,   
either   in   a   vase   or   simply   resting   on   the   altar.   Open   the   Bible   to   the   Gospel   for   the   
day,   Mark   11:1-11.   Light   the   candle   on   your   altar,   and   take   a   few   moments   of   
silence.     

  
This   Holy   Week,   several   churches   of   the   Bluegrass   Region   –   Our   Saviour,   Madison   
County;   Resurrection,   Jessamine   County;   St.   John’s,   Versailles;   St.   Michael’s,   
Lexington;   and   St.   Patrick’s   Somerset   –   are   joining   together   to   celebrate.   Our   clergy   
and   lay   members   are   participating   as   one   Christian   community,   coming   together   in   
the   most   important   week   of   the   Christian   year.   You   can   join   in   the   Bluegrass   Region   
Video   Worship,   available   by   10:00   am   on   Palm   Sunday   morning   on   our   various   
Church   Facebook   Pages,   YouTube   Channels,   and   websites.     

  
The   liturgy   for   The   Sunday   of   the   Passion:   Palm   Sunday   begins   on   page   270   of   the   
Book   of   Common   Prayer.     

  
The   complete   readings   for   Palm   Sunday   are,   for   the   Liturgy   of   the   Palms,   Mark   
11:1-11   and   Psalm   118:1-2,19-29   (found   in   the   Book   of   Common   Prayer   on   pages   
760-763)   and   for   the   Liturgy   of   the   Word,   Psalm   31:9-16   (found   in   the   Book   of   
Common   Prayer   on   page   623),   Isaiah   50:4-9a,   Philippians   2:5-11,   and   Mark   
14:1-15:47   or   Mark   15:1-39   (40-47).   

  
  

The   Liturgy   of   the   Palms   
  

Gathering   Psalm   118:   1-2,   19-29 St.   Michael’s   Choir   
  

Open   for   me   the   gates   of   righteousness;   I   will   enter   them;   I   will   offer   thanks   to   the   
Lord.   “This   is   the   gate   of   the   Lord;   he   who   is   righteous   may   enter.”   

  
I   will   give   thanks   to   you,   for   you   answered   me   and   have   become   my   salvation.   The   
same   stone   which   the   builders   rejected   has   become   the   chief   cornerstone.   This   is   the   
Lord’s   doing,   and   it   is   marvelous   in   our   eyes.   

  
On   this   day   the   Lord   has   acted;   we   will   rejoice   and   be   glad   in   it.   Hosannah,   Lord,   
hosannah!   Lord,   send   us   now   success.   
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Blessed   is   he   who   comes   in   the   name   of   the   Lord;   we   bless   you   from   the   house   of   the   
Lord.   God   is   the   Lord;   he   has   shined   upon   us;   form   a   procession   with   branches   up   to   
the   horns   of   the   altar.     

  
“You   are   my   God,   and   I   will   thank   you;   you   are   my   God,   and   I   will   exalt   you.”   Give   
thanks   to   the   Lord,   for   he   is   good;   and   his   mercy   endures   forever.     

  
  

Celebrant Blessed   is   the   King   who   comes   in   the   name   of   the   Lord.     
People Peace   in   heaven   and   glory   in   the   highest.   
Celebrant Let   us   pray.     

  
Assist   us   mercifully   with   your   help,   O   Lord   God   of   our   salvation,   that   we   may   enter   
with   joy   upon   the   contemplation   of   those   mighty   acts,   whereby   you   have   given   us   
life   and   immortality;   through   Jesus   Christ   our   Lord.  Amen .   

  
  

The   Gospel   of   our   Lord   Jesus   Christ   according   to   Mark   11:1-11.   
  

When   they   were   approaching   Jerusalem,   at   Bethphage   and   Bethany,   near   the   
Mount   of   Olives,   Jesus   sent   two   of   his   disciples   and   said   to   them,   “Go   into   the   
village   ahead   of   you,   and   immediately   as   you   enter   it,   you   will   find   tied   there   a   colt   
that   has   never   been   ridden;   untie   it   and   bring   it.   If   anyone   says   to   you,   ‘Why   are   
you   doing   this?’   just   say   this,   ‘The   Lord   needs   it   and   will   send   it   back   here   
immediately.’”   They   went   away   and   found   a   colt   tied   near   a   door,   outside   in   the   
street.   As   they   were   untying   it,   some   of   the   bystanders   said   to   them,   “What   are   you   
doing,   untying   the   colt?”   They   told   them   what   Jesus   had   said;   and   they   allowed   
them   to   take   it.   Then   they   brought   the   colt   to   Jesus   and   threw   their   cloaks   on   it;   
and   he   sat   on   it.   Many   people   spread   their   cloaks   on   the   road,   and   others   spread   
leafy   branches   that   they   had   cut   in   the   fields.   Then   those   who   went   ahead   and   those   
who   followed   were   shouting,   “Hosanna!   Blessed   is   the   one   who   comes   in   the   name   of   
the   Lord!   Blessed   is   the   coming   kingdom   of   our   ancestor   David!   Hosanna   in   the   
highest   heaven!”   Then   he   entered   Jerusalem   and   went   into   the   temple;   and   when   
he   had   looked   around   at   everything,   as   it   was   already   late,   he   went   out   to   Bethany   
with   the   twelve.   

  
After   the   reading,   all   keep   a   time   of   silence .     

  
Celebrant Let   us   pray.      

  
Almighty   God,   whose   most   dear   Son   went   not   up   to   joy   but   first   he   suffered   pain,   
and   entered   not   into   glory   before   he   was   crucified:   Mercifully   grant   that   we,   
walking   in   the   way   of   the   cross,   may   find   it   none   other   than   the   way   of   life   and   
peace;   through   Jesus   Christ   our   Lord.  Amen .   
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Hymn   156 Ride   on!   ride   on St.   Michael’s   Choir     

  

  
  

  
  

  
The   Liturgy   of   the   Word   

  
The   Collect   for   Palm   Sunday     

  
Celebrant The   Lord   be   with   you.   
People And   also   with   you.   
Celebrant Let   us   pray.   

  
Almighty   and   everliving   God,   in   your   tender   love   for   the   human   race   you   sent   your   
Son   our   Savior   Jesus   Christ   to   take   upon   him   our   nature,   and   to   suffer   death   upon   
the   cross,   giving   us   the   example   of   his   great   humility:   Mercifully   grant   that   we   may   
walk   in   the   way   of   his   suffering,   and   also   share   in   his   resurrection;   through   Jesus   
Christ   our   Lord,   who   lives   and   reigns   with   you   and   the   Holy   Spirit,   one   God,   for   
ever   and   ever.  Amen .   
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The   Reading   from   Isaiah   50:4-9a          Laura   Whayne,   St.   Michael’s   

  
The   Lord   God   has   given   me   the   tongue   of   a   teacher,   that   I   may   know   how   to   sustain   
the   weary   with   a   word.   Morning   by   morning   he   wakens--wakens   my   ear   to   listen   as   
those   who   are   taught.   The   Lord   God   has   opened   my   ear,   and   I   was   not   rebellious,   I   
did   not   turn   backward.   I   gave   my   back   to   those   who   struck   me,   and   my   cheeks   to   
those   who   pulled   out   the   beard;   I   did   not   hide   my   face   from   insult   and   spitting.   The   
Lord   God   helps   me;   therefore   I   have   not   been   disgraced;   therefore   I   have   set   my   face   
like   flint,   and   I   know   that   I   shall   not   be   put   to   shame;   he   who   vindicates   me   is   near.   
Who   will   contend   with   me?   Let   us   stand   up   together.   Who   are   my   adversaries?   Let   
them   confront   me.   It   is   the   Lord   God   who   helps   me;   who   will   declare   me   guilty?   

  
Reader The   Word   of   the   Lord   
People Thanks   be   to   God.   

  
  

The   Gradual   Psalm   31:9-16       Tom   Hayward,   St.   Michael’s   
  

9   Have   mercy   on   me,   O   Lord,   for   I   am   in   trouble;   *   
my   eye   is   consumed   with   sorrow,   
and   also   my   throat   and   my   belly.   
10   For   my   life   is   wasted   with   grief,   
and   my   years   with   sighing;   *   
my   strength   fails   me   because   of   affliction,   
and   my   bones   are   consumed.   
11   I   have   become   a   reproach   to   all   my   enemies   and   even   to   my   neighbors,   
a   dismay   to   those   of   my   acquaintance;   *   
when   they   see   me   in   the   street   they   avoid   me.   
12   I   am   forgotten   like   a   dead   man,   out   of   mind;   *   
I   am   as   useless   as   a   broken   pot.   
13   For   I   have   heard   the   whispering   of   the   crowd;   
fear   is   all   around;   *   
they   put   their   heads   together   against   me;   
they   plot   to   take   my   life.   
14   But   as   for   me,   I   have   trusted   in   you,   O   Lord.   *   
I   have   said,   "You   are   my   God.   
15   My   times   are   in   your   hand;   *   
rescue   me   from   the   hand   of   my   enemies,   
and   from   those   who   persecute   me.   
16   Make   your   face   to   shine   upon   your   servant,   *   
and   in   your   loving-kindness   save   me."   
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The   Reading   from   Philippians   2:5-11    Patrick   Hall,   St.   John’s   

  
Let   the   same   mind   be   in   you   that   was   in   Christ   Jesus,   who,   though   he   was   in   the   
form   of   God,   did   not   regard   equality   with   God    as   something   to   be   exploited,   but   
emptied   himself,   taking   the   form   of   a   slave,   being   born   in   human   likeness.   And   
being   found   in   human   form,   he   humbled   himself    and   became   obedient   to   the   point   
of   death--   even   death   on   a   cross.   Therefore   God   also   highly   exalted   him   and   gave   
him   the   name   that   is   above   every   name,   so   that   at   the   name   of   Jesus   every   knee  
should   bend,   in   heaven   and   on   earth   and   under   the   earth,   and   every   tongue   should   
confess   that   Jesus   Christ   is   Lord,   to   the   glory   of   God   the   Father.   

  
  

Sequence   Hymn   439 What   Wondrous   Love   is   this       The   Choir   of   St.   John’s   
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The   Passion   Gospel   of   our   Lord   Jesus   Christ   according   to   Mark   14:32-15:47   

  
The   customary   responses   before   and   after   the   Gospel   are   omitted.   

  
Lectors   for   the   Passion   Gospel   are:   Owen   Sammons,   Beatrice   Lockhart,   The   Rev.   
Dana   Lockhart,   Patrick   Hall,   Jake   Skeeters,   Julie   Skeeters,   Kevin   Skeeters,   The   Rev.   
Deacon   Emily   Cardwell   

  
  

Homily      The   Rev.   W.   Jessee   Neat,   Assisting   Priest,   St.   Michael’s     
  
  

Prayers   of   the   People   for   Palm   Sunday     
  

The   Rev.   Chris   Brannock,   Chris   and   Margaret   Childers,   St.   Patrick’s   
  

As   we   enter   this   Holy   Week,   let   the   same   mind   be   in   us   that   was   in   Christ   Jesus.   
Let   us   empty   us   of   ourselves,   and   draw   us   close   to   the   cross   of   Christ,   and   now   let   
us   offer   our   intercessions   to   God:   

  
That   the   church,   teaching   in   the   name   of   Christ,   may   sustain   the   weary   with   a   word   
of   courage,   righteousness   and   hope.   
Lord   in   your   mercy   
hear   our   prayer.   

  
That   civil   authorities   may   listen   to   the   voices   that   cry   out   for   food,   for   dignity   and   
for   peace.   
Lord   in   your   mercy   
hear   our   prayer.   

  
That   those   who   face   insult   and   degradation   because   of   race,   religious   belief   or   
political   opinion   may   be   supported   by   disciples   of   the   Lord,   who   took   the   form   of   a   
slave.   
Lord   in   your   mercy   
hear   our   prayer.   

  
That   we   may   accompany   those   about   to   enter   the   waters   of   baptism,   supporting   
them   by   our   prayer   and   fasting,   and   confessing   with   them   that   Jesus   Christ   is   Lord.   
Lord   in   your   mercy   
hear   our   prayer.   
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That,   as   we   celebrate   this   Holy   Week,   we   may   empty   ourselves   like   Christ   Jesus,   
serving   in   unselfish   love.   
Lord   in   your   mercy   
hear   our   prayer.   

  
That   those   who   by   their   sufferings   shared   in   the   passion   of   Christ   may   share   fully   
in   the   victory   of   Christ’s   exaltation.   
Lord   in   your   mercy   
hear   our   prayer.   

  
  

The   Lord’s   Prayer     
  

Officiant    And   now,   as   our   Savior   Christ   has   taught   us,   we   are   bold   to   say,   
  

Our   Father,   who   art   in   heaven,   hallowed   be   thy   Name,   thy   kingdom   come,   thy   will   
be   done,   on   earth   as   it   is   in   heaven.   Give   us   this   day   our   daily   bread.   And   forgive   us   
our   trespasses,   as   we   forgive   those   who   trespass   against   us.   And   lead   us   not   into   
temptation,   but   deliver   us   from   evil.   For   thine   is   the   kingdom,   and   the   power,   and   
the   glory,   for   ever   and   ever.   Amen.   

  
  

The   General   Thanksgiving     
  

Saying   together   
  

Almighty   God,   Father   of   all   mercies,     
we   your   unworthy   servants   give   you   humble   thanks     
for   all   your   goodness   and   loving-kindness     
to   us   and   to   all   whom   you   have   made.     
We   bless   you   for   our   creation,   preservation,     
and   all   the   blessings   of   this   life;     
but   above   all   for   your   immeasurable   love     
in   the   redemption   of   the   world   by   our   Lord   Jesus   Christ;     
for   the   means   of   grace,   and   for   the   hope   of   glory.     
And,   we   pray,   give   us   such   an   awareness   of   your   mercies,     
that   with   truly   thankful   hearts   we   may   show   forth   your   praise,     
not   only   with   our   lips,   but   in   our   lives,     
by   giving   up   our   selves   to   your   service,     
and   by   walking   before   you     
in   holiness   and   righteousness   all   our   days;     
through   Jesus   Christ   our   Lord,     
to   whom,   with   you   and   the   Holy   Spirit,     
be   honor   and   glory   throughout   all   ages.   Amen.   
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The   Prayer   over   the   People     
  

Bow   down   before   the   Lord.   
  

Almighty   God,   we   pray   you   graciously   to   behold   this   your   family,   for   whom   our   Lord   
Jesus   Christ   was   willing   to   be   betrayed,   and   given   into   the   hands   of   sinners,   and   to   
suffer   death   upon   the   cross;   who   lives   and   reigns   for   ever   and   ever.   Amen.     

  
  

The   Dismissal   
  

Deacon Let   us   bless   the   Lord.   
People Thanks   be   to   God.   

  
  
  

Clergy     
In   order   of   appearance   

  
The   Ven.   Laurie   M.   Brock   
Rector,   St.   Michael’s   Episcopal   Church,   Lexington   

  
The   Rev.   Kenny   Pierce   
Curate,   St.   Michael’s   Episcopal   Church,   Lexington   

  
The   Rev.   Margaret   Shanks   
Rector,   Episcopal   Church   of   the   Resurrection,   Jessamine   County   

  
The   Rev.   Deacon   Emily   Cardwell   
Deacon,   St.   John’s   Episcopal   Church,   Versailles   

  
The   Rev.   Dana   Lockhart   
Rector,   St.   John’s   Episcopal   Church,   Versailles   

  
The   Rev.   W.   Jessee   Neat   
Assisting   Priest,   St.   Michael’s   Episcopal   Church,   Lexington   

  
The   Rev.   Chris   Brannock,     
Rector,   St.   Patrick’s   Episcopal   Church,   Somerset   
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Prayers   of   the   People,   Adapted   from   Prayers   for   Sundays   and   Seasons,   Year   B,   
Peter   J.   Scagnelli,   Liturgy   Training   Publications,   1996   

  
  
  

11   
  


