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Welcome to Morning Prayer! 

Morning and Evening Prayer are made up of a few distinct parts: The Gathering 

(The Confession, “Lord, open our lips”), the Psalter (where we say the psalm or 

psalms of the day), the lessons and responses (we hear readings from the Bible and 

respond with canticles, which are holy poetry of the Church), The Apostles’ Creed 

(our statement of faith and similar to the Nicene Creed), and the Prayers. 

 

A few helpful hints as you pray at home and/or join us: 

• Using a sacred space or home altar can add a positive and spiritually 

centered connection to the service. For more information on creating altars 

and sacred spaces, please visit our “Worship at Home” webpage and scroll 

to the resources at the bottom. 

• As you begin, light a candle, gather with those in your household (pets 

included) and take a few minutes of silence 

• We will be uploading this service to our “Worship at Home” page at 10:30 

am on Sunday, as well as our YouTube channel and Facebook Page. 

Morning Prayer Service 
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April 11th, 2021 

 

OPENING HYMN    “River of Glory”            Bread & Glory #657 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Verses 

Fountain of mercy, grace flowing free, 

streams of salvation, spilling with love from a tree! 

~ 

Here there is haven, healing and health, 

joy for the asking, love in abundance of wealth! 

~ 

Bread for our journey Go will provide. 

Hope for all ages, Jesus, companion and guide! 

~ 

Darkness is banished, night turned away. 

Chris it our sunlight, lifting and leading our way! 
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OPENING SENTENCE                             BCP 76 

You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my 

witness in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.   
       (Acts 1:8) 

CONFESSION OF SIN                             BCP 79 

Officiant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

All: Most merciful God,  

we confess that we have sinned against you  

in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done,  

and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  

have mercy on us and forgive us;  

that we may delight in your will,  

and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Officiant:  Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 

Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

 

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER                  BCP 80 

Officiant:  Lord, open our lips. 

People:  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

All:   Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia 

 

ANTIPHON                     BCP 81 

Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

 

VENITE    Psalm 95:1-7                BCP 82 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 

    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 

    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, * 

    and a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 

    and the heights of the hills are his also. 

The sea is his, for he made it, * 

    and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 

    and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 

    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
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THE PSALM:     Psalm 133 – Ecce, quam bonum!           Read Responsively 

 

1. Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 

 when brethren live together in unity! 

2. It is like fine oil upon the head * 

 that runs down upon the beard, 

3. Upon the beard of Aaron, * 

 and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 

4. It is like the dew of Hermon * 

 that falls upon the hills of Zion. 

5. For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: * 

 life for evermore. 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
FIRST LESSON              Acts 4:32-35 

 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 

claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 

common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the 

Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among 

them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of 

what was sold. They laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any 

had need. 

 

The Word of the Lord   

Thanks be to God 

 

CANTICLE 18   A Song to the Lamb – Dignus es            BCP 93 

Revelation 4:11, 5:9-10, 13 

 

Splendor and honor and kingly power * 

    are yours by right, O Lord our God, 

 

For you created everything that is, * 

    and by your will they were created and have their being; 

 

And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, * 

    for with your blood you have redeemed for God, 

 

From every family, language, people, and nation, * 

    a kingdom of priests to serve our God. 

 

And so, to him who sits upon the throne, * 

    and to Christ the Lamb, 

 

Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, * 

    for ever and for evermore. 
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SECOND LESSON             1 JOHN 1:1-2:2 

 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have 

seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning 

the word of life-- this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and 

declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us-- we 

declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship 

with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are 

writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

 

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and 

in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we 

are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as 

he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 

his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we 

make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone 

does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole 

world. 

 

The Word of the Lord   

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

CANTICLE 17     The Song of Simeon - Nunc Dimittis                BCP 93 

Luke 2:29-32 

 

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 

    to go in peace as you have promised; 

 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 

    whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

 

A Light to enlighten the nations, * 

    and the glory of your people Israel. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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THE GOSPEL                  JOHN 20:19-31 

 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his 

hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to 

them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." When he 

had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 

forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 

retained." 

 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 

Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to 

them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 

the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe." 

 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace 

be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach 

out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, 

"My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen 

me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe." 

 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written 

in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

SERMON                                                        Rev. Chris Brannock  
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MEDITATION HYMN   “Without Seeing You”             Gather #844 
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THE APOSTLES’S CREED                   BCP 96 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 

  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church, 

   the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins 

   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS                    BCP 97 

Officiant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Officiant:  Let us pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 

  

SUFFRAGE A                                               BCP 97 

Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

And grant us your salvation. 

Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 

Let your people sing with joy. 

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

For only in you can we live in safety. 

Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

Let your way be known upon earth; 

Your saving health among all nations. 

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY                   BCP 98 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the 

new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into 

the fellowship of Christ's Body may show forth in their lives what they profess 

by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

A Collect for Sundays                            BCP 98 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious 

resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our 

worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

A Collect for the Renewal of Life                               BCP 99 

O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and 

turns the shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong 

desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way 

of peace; that, having done your will with cheerfulness during the day, we 

may, when night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

 A Prayer for Mission                          BCP 101 

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the 

cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So 

clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those 

who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your 

Name. Amen. 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, FORM IV                         BCP 388 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, 

live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 

 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 

peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. 

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 

 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its 

resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 
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Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ 

in them, and love one another as he loves us. 

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 

 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage 

and hope in their troubles and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 

 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be 

fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal 

kingdom.  

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 

 

For the Good Use of Leisure                                     BCP 830 

O God, in the course of this busy life, give us times of refreshment and peace; and 

grant that we may so use our leisure to rebuild our bodies and renew our minds, that 

our spirits may be opened to the goodness of your creation; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

For the Absent                  BCP 830 

O God, whose fatherly care reacheth to the uttermost parts of the earth: We 

humbly beseech thee graciously to behold and bless those whom we love, now 

absent from us. Defend them from all dangers of soul and body; and grant that 

both they and we, drawing nearer to thee, may be bound together by thy love 

in the communion of thy Holy Spirit, and in the fellowship of thy saints; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING                    BCP 101 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
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A Prayer of St. Chrysostom                BCP 102 

 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 

Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 

midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 

granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 

everlasting. Amen. 

  Let us bless the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

Officiant concludes with the following:                          Romans 15:13 

 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power 

of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN   “Salvation Belongs to Our God”   

 

Salvation belongs to our God 

Who sits upon the throne 

And unto the Lamb 

Praise and glory, wisdom and thanks 

Honor and power and strength 

Be to our God, forever and ever 

Be to our God, forever and ever 

Be to our God, forever and ever 

Amen 

And we the redeemed shall be strong 

In purpose and unity 

Declaring aloud 

Praise and glory, wisdom and thanks 

Honor and power and strength 

Be to our God, forever and ever 

Be to our God, forever and ever 

Be to our God, forever and ever 

             
 


