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Welcome to Morning Prayer! 

Morning and Evening Prayer are made up of a few distinct parts: The Gathering 

(The Confession, “Lord, open our lips”), the Psalter (where we say the psalm or 

psalms of the day), the lessons and responses (we hear readings from the Bible and 

respond with canticles, which are holy poetry of the Church), The Apostles’ Creed 

(our statement of faith and similar to the Nicene Creed), and the Prayers. 

 

A few helpful hints as you pray at home and/or join us: 

• Using a sacred space or home altar can add a positive and spiritually 

centered connection to the service. For more information on creating altars 

and sacred spaces, please visit our “Worship at Home” webpage and scroll 

to the resources at the bottom. 

• As you begin, light a candle, gather with those in your household (pets 

included) and take a few minutes of silence 

• We will be uploading this service to our “Worship at Home” page at 10:30 

am on Sunday, as well as our YouTube channel and Facebook Page. 



Morning Prayer Service 

May 2nd, 2021 

 

OPENING HYMN    “Glory & Praise”              Gather #522  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OPENING SENTENCE                             BCP 76 

You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my 

witness in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.   
(Acts 1:8) 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN                             BCP 79 

Officiant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

All: Most merciful God,  

we confess that we have sinned against you  

in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done,  

and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  

have mercy on us and forgive us;  

that we may delight in your will,  

and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Officiant:  Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 

Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

 

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER                  BCP 80 

Officiant:  Lord, open our lips. 

People:  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

All:   Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia 

ANTIPHON                     BCP 81 

Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

 

CHRIST OUR PASSOVER - 1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22            BCP 83 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; * 

    therefore let us keep the feast, 

Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, * 

    but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia. 

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; * 

    death no longer has dominion over him. 

The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; * 

    but the life he lives, he lives to God. 

So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 

    and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 

Christ has been raised from the dead, * 

    the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

For since by a man came death, * 

    by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 

For as in Adam all die, * 

    so in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 



 

THE PSALM:    Psalm 22 – “If My Soul Lives for God”       John McQueary 

 

 

 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
FIRST LESSON                     Acts 8:26-40 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that 

goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and 

went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of 

the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 

and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 

Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it 

and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you 

are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited 

Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was 

reading was this: 

 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

so he does not open his mouth. 

In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

Who can describe his generation? 

For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

 

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, 

about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with 

this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going 

along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! 

What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, 

and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip 

baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched 

Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip 

found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the 

good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

The Word of the Lord  Thanks be to God 

 

 



CANTICLE 17   The Song of Simeon – Nunc Dimittis            BCP 93 

Luke 2:29-32 

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 

    to go in peace as you have promised; 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 

    whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

A Light to enlighten the nations, * 

    and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

SECOND LESSON                     1 JOHN 4:7-21 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves 

is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is 

love. God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the 

world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that 

he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since 

God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen 

God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of 

his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior 

of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they 

abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 

 God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in 

them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the 

day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but 

perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has 

not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, "I 

love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a 

brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 

The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their 

brothers and sisters also. 

The Word of the Lord  Thanks be to God 

 

CANTICLE 18   A Song to the Lamb – Dignus es            BCP 93 

Revelation 4:11, 5:9-10, 13 

Splendor and honor and kingly power * 

    are yours by right, O Lord our God, 

For you created everything that is, * 

    and by your will they were created and have their being; 

And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, * 

    for with your blood you have redeemed for God, 

From every family, language, people, and nation, * 

    a kingdom of priests to serve our God. 

And so, to him who sits upon the throne, * 

    and to Christ the Lamb, 

Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, * 

    for ever and for evermore. 



THE GOSPEL                      JOHN 15:1-8 

 

Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He 

removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes 

to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have 

spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by 

itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, 

you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because 

apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like 

a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If 

you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be 

done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my 

disciples.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                        Rev. Chris Brannock  

 

MEDITATION HYMN   “God Is Love”              Gather #629 

 

Refrain: 

 
 

Verse 1: 

 
 

Verse 2: 

 



Verse 3: 

 
 

Verse 4: 

 
                        

THE APOSTLES’S CREED                   BCP 96 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 

  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church, 

   the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins 

   the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS                    BCP 97 

Officiant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Officiant:  Let us pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  



as we forgive those  

who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 

  

SUFFRAGE B                                               BCP 98 

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 

Govern and uphold them, now and always. 

Day by day we bless you; 

We praise your name for ever. 

Lord, keep us from all sin today; 

Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, show us your love and mercy; 

For we put our trust in you. 

In you, Lord, is our hope; 

And we shall never hope in vain. 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY                   BCP 98 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly 

to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we 

may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through 

Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

A Collect for Sundays                            BCP 98 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious 

resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our 

worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

A Collect for Grace                                BCP 100 

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety 

to this new day: Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall 

into sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the 

fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

A Prayer for Mission                          BCP 100 

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your 

blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are 

near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the 

nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming 

of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, FORM IV                         BCP 388 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, 

live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 

 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 

peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. 

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 

 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its 

resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 

 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ 

in them, and love one another as he loves us. 

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 

 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage 

and hope in their troubles and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 

 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be 

fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal 

kingdom.  

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 

 

 

For Those who Influence Public Opinion                         BCP 827 

Almighty God, you proclaim your truth in every age by many voices: Direct, in our 

time, we pray, those who speak where many listen and write what many read; that 

they may do their part in making the heart of this people wise, its mind sound, and its 

will righteous; to the honor of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

For the Future of the Human Race               BCP 828 

O God our heavenly Father, you have blessed us and given us dominion over all 

the earth: Increase our reverence before the mystery of life; and give us new 

insight into your purposes for the human race, and new wisdom and 

determination in making provision for its future in accordance with your will; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

  



THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING                    BCP 101 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom                BCP 102 

 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 

Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 

midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 

granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

  Let us bless the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

Officiant concludes with the following:                    Ephesians 3:20,21 

 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask 

or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in 

Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen 

 

  



CLOSING HYMN    “We Have Been Told”             Gather #522            

 

Refrain: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Verses: 

 

 

 

 

 
 


