
      

 

A NOTE TO PARENTS 

Sunday morning; we get the kids out of bed and get dressed for church.  Why do 
we do this?  Often, the first answer that parents give is, “So they will learn the 
Bible.”  But why do we read the Bible?  Why do we share these stories with our 
children? 

Perhaps we see the Bible as a kind of reference library—a combination of 
encyclopedia, rule book, and map or guide book, offering us answers to important 
questions, rules for right behavior, and the key to special secret information 
concerning our future.  In that case, we will want to teach our children to use the 
Bible as a tool, just as we would teach them to use the dictionary.  When they 
read or hear a selection from Scripture, we will want them to remember its 
meaning, or its moral, or its importance in establishing some point about God’s 
will for us.  We will try to be sure they get this right, and, as they grow older, we 
will want them to learn the skill of locating such texts in the Bible and using them 
to build arguments and draw conclusions. 

But the Bible resists our using it exclusively as the source for theological, moral, or 
any other kind of formulation.  It is not an orderly compendium of rules and 
revelations on a variety of subjects.  It is a massive, sprawling collection of 
writings:  law, prophecy, wisdom, poetry, history ... and, most of all, story.  The 
Bible is the story of God’s people:  of their experience of being singled out, 
treasured, rescued, loved, disciplined, and sent forth to share their story with the 
whole world.  Even more crucial than learning to boil down a passage of Scripture 
to a “lesson,” or a “point” to be remembered, is the job of learning our way 
around this story, and allowing it to go to work on our imagination.  Our job in 
reading the Bible, and in sharing the Bible with our children, is first and foremost 
to get to know the characters in the story:  ourselves, and the living God, who is 
a Person, not an idea or a principle.  When we have met him, and made the great 
and hazardous decision to entrust our lives to him, then his word can begin to 
speak to us, and we can hear it. 
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