
      

 

A NOTE TO PARENTS 

“Gospel” means “good news.”  Jesus came to bring us good news:  to announce 
something that would fill us with joy and freedom and peace. 

By “news” we usually mean the announcement of some event that has just 
occurred.  “Today the Dodgers won the pennant.”  “This afternoon the City 
Council passed the school budget.”  News means the unfolding events in all areas 
of our life, the uniquely individual new things that happen each day.  If 
something is going on all the time, it isn’t news. 

But there is another kind of news—the kind we mean when we say, “That’s news 
to me.”  When something has been true all along, but we only now learn of it, 
that’s news.  When that something is the knowledge that the world is a grander 
and friendlier and lovelier place than we ever suspected, that’s good news.  It’s 
news when new evidence establishes that a suspected criminal was wrongly 
arrested.  But that person was innocent all along.  It’s news when UNICEF 
announces that a mixture of water, salt and sugar can prevent millions of infant 
deaths a year in developing countries.  But the capacity of that mixture to forestall 
such deaths is not new:  it’s been there all along.  What’s new is our learning of it. 

The Good News of the Gospel is the second kind of news.  Jesus comes to tell us 
something that has been true all along:  that God is with us, and in us, and 
among us; that God’s love never flags and never leaves us; that we are for ever 
accepted and loved and welcomed into the Kingdom in which God is King.  We 
must not get the idea that “until Jesus came” God was somehow disgruntled with 
his people, or that the Good News Jesus announced was some kind of new policy 
development in the continuing story of God’s interaction with creation.  Jesus 
came to preach good news to the poor—to open our eyes to the always new truth 
that God desires us to share his life, to set us free from the prison of our fear that 
God is angry with us.  The time is now, because now is when we learn the good 
news.  But the news itself is as old as the hills. 
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