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Welcome! 

The Season of Lent is a time of preparation for Holy Week and Easter.  It is the 

most somber of Christian Seasons.  Following in the example of early Christians, 

we recognize this time as one of repentance and fasting.  During these forty 

days, we examine that which separates us form the love of Christ and pray for 

reconciliation and forgiveness.  We also fast, participate in self-examination, 

and mediate on scripture. 

 

You are invited to enter into the church in silence, using the time to meditate, 

pray, and prepare yourself.  Please enter the worship space mindfully, 

recognizing that others around you may be in deep prayer. 

 

All are welcome at the communion table. 
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THE ENTRANCE RITE 

SOLEMN PROCESSION      (the servers enter in silence) 

             

OPENING ACCLAMATION          

Celebrant: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

People: His mercy endures for ever. 

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

Celebrant: There is one Body and one Spirit; 

People: There is one hope in God’s call to us; 

Celebrant: One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 

People: One God and Father of all. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY                  

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be 

gracious to all who have gone astray from your ways, 

and bring them again with penitent hearts and 

steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the 

unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; 

who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one 

God, for ever and ever.   

People:  Amen. 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 

The people are seated for the readings and the Psalm. 

 FIRST LESSON                Genesis 15:1-12,17-18 

The word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, 

Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But 

Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue 

childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And 

Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born 

in my house is to be my heir.” But the word of the Lord came to 

him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own 
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issue shall be your heir.” He brought him outside and said, “Look 

toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count 

them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And 

he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as 

righteousness. 

 

Then he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the 

Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” But he said, “O 

Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” He said to him, 

“Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a 

ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” He 

brought him all these and cut them in two, laying each half over 

against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. And when 

birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them 

away. 

 

As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a 

deep and terrifying darkness descended upon him. 

 

When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot 

and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. On that day 

the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your 

descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great 

river, the river Euphrates.” 

 

The Word of the Lord   

Thanks be to God 

 

THE RESPONSE:                                  Psalm 27 

(Read responsively) 

 

1  The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? * 

  the Lord is the strength of my life;  

  of whom then shall I be afraid? 

2 When evildoers came upon me to eat up my flesh, * 

  it was they, my foes and my adversaries,  
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  who stumbled and fell. 

3  Though an army should encamp against me, * 

  yet my heart shall not be afraid; 

4  And though war should rise up against me, * 

  yet will I put my trust in him. 

5  One thing have I asked of the Lord; one thing I seek; * 

  that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; 

6  To behold the fair beauty of the Lord * 

  and to seek him in his temple. 

7  For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter; * 

  he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling 

  and set me high upon a rock. 

8  Even now he lifts up my head * 

  above my enemies round about me. 

9  Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation 

 with sounds of great gladness; * 

  I will sing and make music to the Lord. 

 10  Hearken to my voice, O Lord, when I call; * 

  have mercy on me and answer me. 

11  You speak in my heart and say, "Seek my face." * 

  Your face, Lord, will I seek. 

12  Hide not your face from me, * 

  nor turn away your servant in displeasure. 

13  You have been my helper; cast me not away; * 

  do not forsake me, O God of my salvation. 

14  Though my father and my mother forsake me, * 

  the Lord will sustain me. 

15 Show me your way, O Lord; * 

  lead me on a level path, because of my enemies. 

16  Deliver me not into the hand of my adversaries, * 

  for false witnesses have risen up against me, 

  and also those who speak malice. 

17  What if I had not believed that I should see the goodness of 

the Lord * 

  in the land of the living! 

18 O tarry and await the Lord's pleasure;  
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 be strong, and he shall comfort your heart; * 

  wait patiently for the Lord. 

  

SECOND LESSON            Philippians 3:17-4:1 

Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who 

live according to the example you have in us. For many live as 

enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, and 

now I tell you even with tears. Their end is destruction; their god is 

the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on 

earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there 

that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. He will 

transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed 

to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to 

make all things subject to himself. Therefore, my brothers and 

sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in 

the Lord in this way, my beloved. 

 

The Word of the Lord   

Thanks be to God 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:            

(The people stand and remain standing for the Gospel) 

  

Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

   according to John. 

 People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

THE GOSPEL                Luke 13:31-35 

Some Pharisees came and said to Jesus, "Get away from here, 

for Herod wants to kill you." He said to them, "Go and tell that fox 

for me, 'Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures 

today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. Yet 

today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, 

because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of 

Jerusalem.' Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets 

and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to 
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gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under 

her wings, and you were not willing! See, your house is left to you. 

And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you 

say, 'Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.'" 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

SERMON                                          The Rt. Rev. Mark Van Koevering 

 

PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATES 

 

The Bishop says The Candidate(s) will now be presented.  

 Presenters I present these persons for Confirmation. 

 or I present these persons to be received into this Communion. 

 or I present these persons who desire to reaffirm their baptismal 

vows. 

 The Bishop asks the candidates  

   Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil? 

 Candidate I do. 

 Bishop Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 

 Candidate  I do, and with God's grace I will follow him  

   as my Savior and Lord. 

 

After all have been presented, the Bishop addresses the 

congregation,   

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to 

support these persons in their life in Christ? 

 People We will. 

 

 The Bishop then says these or similar words 

 Let us join with those who are committing themselves 

 to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant. 
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THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 

People I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth. 

  

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

         and born of the Virgin Mary. 

     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

         was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended to the dead. 

     On the third day he rose again. 

     He ascended into heaven, 

         and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

     He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy catholic Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. 

  

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship,  

 in the breaking of the bread, and in the prayers? 

People I will, with God's help. 

  

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall 

into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God's help. 

 

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News 

of God in Christ? 

People I will, with God's help. 
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Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons,  

 loving your neighbor as yourself? 

People I will, with God's help. 

  

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,  

 and respect the dignity of every human being? 

People I will, with God's help. 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATES 

 

The Celebrant then says to the congregation 

 

Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the 

Sacrament of new birth and for those who have renewed their 

commitment to Christ. 

 

Then the Bishop says 

Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection 

of your Son Jesus Christ you have overcome sin and brought us 

to yourself, and that by the sealing of your Holy Spirit you have 

bound us to your service. Renew in these your servants the 

covenant you made with them at their Baptism. Send them forth 

in the power of the Spirit to perform the service you set before 

them; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

FOR CONFIRMATION  

The Bishop lays hands upon each one and says 

Strengthen, O Lord, your servant N. with your Holy Spirit; 

empower them for your service; and sustain them all the days 

of their life. Amen. 

or this 
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Defend, O Lord, your servant N. with your heavenly grace, 

that they may continue yours forever, and daily increase in 

your Holy Spirit more and more, until he comes to your 

everlasting kingdom. Amen. 

 

FOR RECEPTION 

N., we recognize you as a member of the one holy catholic 

and apostolic Church, and we receive you into the 

fellowship of this Communion. God the Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you. Amen. 

 

 

THE PEACE             

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

 

Due to social distancing, 

please wave and express the peace via safe means 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 

OFFERTORY                St Patrick Choir (only) 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                  

  

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

  

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

 

Celebrant:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and 

  everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
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  Creator of heaven and earth. 

  (the celebrant adds a preface)… 

  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with  

  Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

  heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the 

  glory of your Name: 

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

  God of power and might,     

  Heaven and earth  

  are full of your glory.  

  Hosanna in the highest.  

  Blessed is he who comes  

  in the name of the Lord.     

  Hosanna in the highest. 

  

Celebrant:  (The Celebrant gives thanks to God for the 

reconciling work of Christ’s passion and resurrection 

and prays over the bread and wine.) Therefore we 

proclaim the mystery of faith:  

People: Christ has died. 

  Christ is risen. 

  Christ will come again. 

Celebrant: (The celebrant continues with a prayer, 

concluding…) By him, and with him, and in him, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever.   

People: Amen 

Celebrant:  And now as Christ has taught us we are bold to say, 

All:     Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy Name,  

  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

  Give us this day our daily bread.  

  And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

  And lead us not into temptation,  
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 but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

   

THE BREAKING OF BREAD                 

 Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

  Therefore let us keep the feast.  

 

INVITATION  

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 

remembrance that Christ died for you and feed on him 

in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  

  

    (The people are seated) 

  

Our table is open. All are welcome to come forward. All those 

baptized in any Christian tradition are welcome to receive the 

elements. Those not wishing to receive may come forward for a 

blessing. Please cross your arms to receive a blessing. 

  

The Bread and Wine are given to the communicants with these words  

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven.  AMEN 

The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation.  AMEN 

  

 

COMMUNION HYMN         Instrumental 

 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

All:   (The People stand)  

  Almighty and everliving God, 

  we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

  of the most precious Body and Blood 

  of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

  and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

  that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
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  and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

  And now, Father, send us out 

  to do the work you have given us to do, 

  to love and serve you 

  as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

  To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

  be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

  

 

THE BLESSING   

Celebrant: The Celebrant offers a blessing. 

People:  Amen. 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

Celebrant:  The Celebrant says a dismissal. 

People:  Thanks be to God.   

 

RECESSION         St Pat Choir (only) 
 

 


