
      

 

A NOTE TO PARENTS 

 “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me; ... and no one  

 shall snatch them out of my hand.”    - John 10:27-28 

 “For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will 

 guide them to springs of living water; and God will wipe away every tear from 

 their eyes.”       - Revelation 7:17 

In each of the three years of our lectionary cycle, the Gospel for this day is taken 
from the 10th chapter of John, in which Jesus calls himself the Good Shepherd—
the shepherd who cares for his sheep, knows them all by name and is known of 
them ... and lays down his life for them.  This Sunday is the pivot into the second 
half of the Easter season, in which we will no longer be reading of Jesus’ reunions 
with his friends after his resurrection, but will instead be looking ahead toward his 
ascension, and his presence with us through the Holy Spirit in the life of the 
Church. 

In John’s Gospel, Jesus is the shepherd, and we, his people, are the sheep, for 
whom he lays down his life.  But Revelation gives us a mirror image of the 
Gospel:  now Jesus is the Lamb who was slain to give life to the people of God.  In 
a final twist, the Lamb is our Shepherd, who will feed us, and wipe all tears from 
our eyes.  Children, who are used to stories with animals in human roles, and 
who may themselves pretend to be half a dozen different characters in one 
afternoon, are probably less bothered than we are by the illogic of these shifts of 
metaphor.  Both Lamb and Shepherd are powerful emotional images, and we can 
be content to allow them to work kaleidoscopically, instead of analyzing them.  
But notice the Scriptures’ choice of details.  The sheep know the shepherd’s voice, 
he knows their names, and no one can snatch them from him; the Lamb feeds his 
people, leads them to water, and wipes away their tears.  It is hard to imagine any 
series of images speaking more directly, simply, and tenderly to both children and 
adults.  What do children most want and need?  What do we most want and 
need?  To be known—to be loved—to be fed—to be comforted.  Shepherd or 
Lamb, it is Jesus who is our heart’s desire.   
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