
      

 

A NOTE TO PARENTS 

Our Gospel readings this summer come from Luke.  Like all the Gospels, Luke’s 
has a distinct point of view—a particular angle on the story of Jesus’s life and 
ministry which, without falsifying the other accounts, gives a noticeable flavor to 
this one.  Luke sees Jesus as the Jewish Messiah whose mission is to throw open to 
the whole world the promises made to Israel.  More than any of the other 
evangelists, Luke (who is also the author of the Acts of the Apostles) shows God’s 
grace working to reconcile sinners, raise up the oppressed, and restore the outcast, 
the despised, and the forgotten.  Divisions of race and nation, gender and class, 
break down.  The chosenness of God’s chosen people is interpreted as the giving 
of a special privilege and obligation:  that of carrying the Good News of his 
universal love to the ends of the earth. 

It is God’s reconciling love in Jesus that performs the miracles of healing, but he 
cannot work alone.  Jesus’ power and love are not an irresistible tidal wave that 
sweeps away all dissent, all opposition, all doubt, all prejudice.  Rather, his power 
to build the Kingdom of God comes from countless decisions, large and small, by 
countless individuals:  decisions to open themselves to love and hope, reconcilia-
tion and forgiveness, trust and risk and hard work.  Many of these decisions are 
made before Jesus ever appears on the scene—as in today’s story.   

The Roman centurion was the local representative of an oppressive occupying 
power.  The townspeople of Capernaum no doubt felt bitterly resentful of his 
presence, and no doubt showed it.  At some point, however (we do not learn 
when, or why) he had reached out past that bitterness and resentment, and 
helped them build their synagogue.  As a result, they learned to know and trust 
him, and he in turn must have learned more about their traditions, about the 
God of Israel, so that when Jesus came, he already had a basis for life-giving faith.  
It is out of little seeds like this that the Kingdom grows.  The way we raise our 
children—every moment of our family life—is helping them, or not helping them, 
to respond in faith at the moment when God does come near. 
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