
      

 

A NOTE TO PARENTS 

Evangelism is a word that recently made a comeback in the American “mainline” 
denominations; indeed, in the Episcopal Church, the 1990’s were designated “the 
decade of evangelism.”  In a rootless, mobile, and diverse society, the church will 
not survive merely by passing down an inherited set of habits and traditions to 
the children of its own members.  Evangelism, the spreading of the Good News of 
salvation to those who have not heard it, is an integral part of the work of the 
Church.  Indeed, it is the original work of the Church:  “proclaiming the Gospel” 
was the full-time job of the earliest apostles.  Only as the Church grew did other 
ministries arise, such as teaching and pastoral care. 

How shall we spread the Good News in a way that is faithful to our call and also 
respects the plurality of our culture and the privacy of our neighbors?  Many of us 
are rightly uncomfortable with various forms of “witnessing” practiced by 
evangelicals and fundamentalists:  street-corner preaching, pressing of tracts on 
passersby and acquaintances, door-to-door canvassing, and the introduction of 
testimonials into casual conversation.  Laying this obligation on children and 
youth, as some churches do, seems especially misguided.  We can’t imagine 
ourselves either doing these things or responding positively when others try them 
on us. 

Personal and private as our faith may be, an utter unwillingness to share it even 
with others who may be interested, even hungry for meaning in their lives, 
suggests that we have not taken seriously the implications of real belief.  An 
excellent place to begin is with an invitation to a Sunday service or other 
spiritually oriented parish function, extended to someone who has no church 
affiliation.  (Expanding our parish’s membership by luring members away from 
other churches is not evangelism).  Friends, neighbors, and (especially) your 
child’s friends may be very open to God’s word, and only waiting for an 
invitation to overcome their shyness or inertia.  You and your child can make a 
real difference in someone’s life.  Take courage:  spread the Good News!   

© 1989, 2001 by Gretchen Wolff Pritchard.  All rights reserved. 
THE SUNDAY PAPER, 19 Colony Road, New Haven, CT 06511, USA 

203 - 624-2520 � www.the-sunday-paper.com 

 

 

 

 

 

      

      



 

 

 

 

 


